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Personal Health Budgets - how to kill off the NHS

Wandsworth Clinical
Commissioning Group have
tried it before with Personal
Social Care budgets, now
they are trying the same
gimmick with Personal
Health budgets (PHB)

Personal budgets are a sure
fire way to destroy the NHS.

They may sound attractive
but in truth they could lead to
the complete dismantling of
universal healthcare
coverage.

Our NHS is for everyone-we
all pay in and take out what
we need at the time. It maybe
a visit to the doctor’s, it
could be help in pregnancy. it
maybe long term care when
we are old. Or, it could be
none of those things. We
may be extremely fortunate ,
be healthy for most of  our
lives and die of a heart attack
at 90, never having cost the

NHS a penny,unlikely, but
possible.

We all pay in and some may
take out more than others.
We don’t know what is
around the corner.

We maybe going to work as
a fit 25 year and suddenly
suffer a heart attack.
Thousands maybe spent on
our recovery. Then again we
may not.

Our NHS is like defence we
all pay in and it covers
everyone.

We don’t have personal
defence budgets. That would
be ridiculous . No one would
suggest it, that we each have
our own personal atom
bomb, or tank-not likely.

Why is this crazy idea being
suggested for the NHS ?

We have a government that
whatever it may say in public

is committed to the
dismantling of the service
and its handing over to
private companies.

The way we are going in the
not too distant future there
will be no NHS All that will
left is the rump of a service
providing for the very
poorest-everyone else will
need to pay for health
insurance-and that wont be
cheap.

PHBs are the first step in this
direction. They drain money
out of the NHS and at the
start money is given to a few
carefully selected
individuals,with less left for
the rest of us.

PHBs are the first step
towards the ending of the
NHS and its replacement by
an insurance system of
healthcare.
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St George’s Trust Board closes beds to meet bed
occupancy figures-while emergency patients wait in

ambulances to be admitted

Over the Christmas period St
George’s Trust Board closed a
number of beds in order to
meet their bed occupancy rate
target. Meanwhile, emergency
patients were waiting in
ambulances to be admitted.

What a scandal !

The January Board papers
reveal that between 19-24 beds
were closed between 19-24
December. This was done to
reduce the costs of maintaining
beds.

NHS Improvement requires
that all hospital trusts have no
more that 85% bed occupancy
rate. This is the target figure.
This allows time for beds to be
thoroughly aired between
patients.

St George’s has been way off
target for some time , with the
November figure standing at
97.2%.

The solution for the Board is
simple -shut down beds ,you
save money and meet your
target-problem solved.

But for those waiting to be
admitted to hospital such
solutions are not so welcome.

What is particularly galling is
that Wandsworth Clinical
Commissioning Group,
supposedly the guardians of
Wandsworth patients know
what is happening and says
nothing.

The CCG February Board
papers stated,

To alleviate the pressures from
high acuity, and the expected
high seasonal demand St.
George’s maintained bed
occupancy through the
Christmas and New Year period
at 85%

So, the CCG stood by and
allowed beds to be closed
while Wandsworth patients
were waiting for hospital
treatment..

It’s time that the leadership at
St George’s and Wandsworth
CCG got their act together and
started making waves.

We can’t take any more
cutbacks in services.

The NHS has been cut to the
bone.

On 4 March there is to be a
major demonstration in
London which will call for
more expenditure on health and
social care.

More details about the
demonstration can be found on
the following downloadable
leaflet at the end.

This demonstration must be
supported by everyone who
wants our health and social
care system not only to
survive, but to be given enough
money to ensure security for
all.

http://healthcampaignstogether.
com/pdf/4%20March%20leafle
t.pdf

http://healthcampaignstogether.com/pdf/4%20March%20leaflet.pdf
http://healthcampaignstogether.com/pdf/4%20March%20leaflet.pdf
http://healthcampaignstogether.com/pdf/4%20March%20leaflet.pdf
http://healthcampaignstogether.com/pdf/4%20March%20leaflet.pdf
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Wandsworth NHS- falling apart at the seams

It is nearly four  years since
the Clinical Commissioning
Groups were created, and
what a disaster they have
been.

There were heralded as GP
run and with patient choice
built in- what nonsense

There were created as part of
the 2013 Health and Social
Care Act which aimed at
even further fragmentation
and privatisation of the
health service. That is exact-
ly what has happened.

Patient choice soon fell by
the wayside and GPs handed
over commissioning services
virtually immediately

Now, with the new Sustaina-
bility and Transformation
Plans (STPs) CCGs like
Wandsworth have become
redundant. Power now lies
with yet another layer of
bureaucracy,the STP leader-
ship. Will it ever end !

In Wandsworth, primary care
is going from bad to worse.

The CCG Board meeting in
February revealed that al-
most 50% of the NHS Con-

stitution targets for the
preceding year had not been
meet.

Wandsworth CCG finances
are in as perilous a state as
that of St George’s.

The Board was told that an
overspend of £5.8m  was
forecast for this financial
year.

To offset this £5.26m will
need to be taken from re-
serves. Gone are the days of
the old Primary Care Trusts
when Wandsworth PCT
could put money aside for
the future

All the talk nowadays is
about care outside a hospital
setting. This will undoubted-
ly save CCGs money but is it

a good idea in the long term?
First of all where will the
money come from for the
proposed expansion of out of
hospital services ? Cash
strapped Wandsworth
doesn’t have the money to
build such premises.

Secondly, how can it be
cheaper in the long run to
have lots of mini hospitals all
trying to replicate on a small
scale what hospitals do ?

Isn’t it cheaper to have
patients dealt with in one
place. A place where very
expensive equipment is
located.

Surely it is cheaper to do that
than have equipment, and
consultants, scattered all over
the borough.

All out on Saturday 4 March
Support the demo & march against cuts and privatisation.

12 noon from Tavistock Square, London
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Sustainability and Transformation
Plans-Whatever happened to the

consultation ?

The biggest shakeup ever in
the NHS is about to take
place without parliament’s
approval, and even the

charade of a public
consultation is not going to
happen in Wandsworth.

The Sustainability and
Transformation programs,or
foot prints as they are known
are about to go live.

In SW London the STP pro-
poses a  cut in health services
of over £820 million over the
next four years.

All the health services are to
be collectively responsible
for each others debt.

Allegedly they will all be
working together, but as long
as the purchaser/provider
split continues to strangle the

NHS, this will be impossible.

Purchasers and providers will
still have their own budgets
so there will be no joined up
thinking in the area or real
cooperation.

With this new arrangement it
is difficult to see how the six
CCGs will survive. Why not
just one covering the whole
area ?

Whatever decisions Wands-
worth CCG makes over the
next few months could well

be vetoed by the STP when it
becomes operable.

Patients and the public will
be onlookers to all these vast
changes.

Remember  the days  when
Andrew Lansley, the Tory
health minister, told us that
‘patients would be at the
heart of everything ‘ ? That
promise didn’t last long.

Now the CCGs are not even
going to bother with a
consultation. They know that
patients aren’t going to stick
their hands up and vote for
800 million pounds worth of
cuts.

Wandsworth Keep Our NHS Public
Meets second Monday in the month, 7.30pm at the PCS building by

Clapham Junction station,entrance via the car park

All Welcome


