
1 

 

 
 

Wandsworth Health News 
March 2016          No 27 

Wandsworth Clinical Commissioning Group 

Latest news from their March Board meeting 

CCG hit by cuts and 

more to come 
 

Wandsworth CCG has been hit badly 

by the cuts and needs to break into 

reserves to balance the books. 

Continuing health care for older 

people is one of the largest financial 

risks-people are living longer didn’t 

you know ! 

Expenditure on hospitals and non 

acute activity is nearly £4m in excess 

of budget. 

An overspend of nearly three quarters 

of a million on GP prescribing. 

The CCG predicts an overspend of 

£2.4m in Adult Continuing Care 

In all the CCG expects a total of  

£5,576,000 in overspends by the end 

of the financial year next month. 

This will be met by dipping into 

reserves  

Failure to achieve an appropriate level 

of funding is one of the highest levels 

of risk facing Wandsworth CCG. 

No wonder the Director of Finance is 

leaving, it must be a nightmare trying 

to provide services with an ever 

decreasing budget. 

2016/17 will  

be even worse 
If this year wasn’t bad enough next 

year  could see even more draconian 

cuts in  our GP services 

Next financial year 2016/17 the 

Wandsworth CCG, with no above 

inflation funding, an aging and 

expanding population are expected to 

make savings in the order of £13-15m 

or over 3% of their budget. 

Is that why the Director of Finance 

has left ? He knows it just can’t be 

done. 

The level of savings are the highest 

the CCG has ever had to face. 

The lack of funding will impact, 

according to the CCG Board, on out 

of hospital strategy. It will put at risk 

continuing health care for older 

people. 

Most important of all  it will prevent 

the CCG from achieving its 

‘performance ambitions’. In other 

words GP services will get worse. 

Longer waits for a GP appointment 

and hospital queues  getting even 

longer 
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Care in the community-but where ? 

Wandsworth CCG like 

every other CCG wants to 

save money by sending 

less people to hospital. 

For those who don't know, 

since 1990 the NHS has 

been turned into a market-

the brainchild of Margaret 

Thatcher. 

One part of the service, the 

purchasers, mainly GPs, 

buy services from the other 

part, the providers, made 

up in the main of hospitals. 

To administer this system 

whole new levels of 

bureaucracy have been 

created, including CCGs. 

Estimates put the costs of 

servicing this whole 

system at about 14% of the 

total NHS budget. Before 

the market was introduced 

administration costs were 

about 5%. 

So the CCGs have to pay, 

out of their decreasing 

budget, every time a 

patient is referred to 

hospital or turns up at 

A&E. 

To prevent this an uncosted 

and untested national 

scheme has been devised 

called ‘care in the 

community’. 

The big plan is for GPs to 

do minor operations and 

diagnostics tests in their 

surgery or some purpose 

built clinic. 

Lord Darzi had the same 

idea some years ago in his 

now forgotten report that 

advocated polyclinics. 

The problem for 

Wandsworth and every 

other CCG is that they 

don’t have the money to 

build these necessary all 

purpose centres. 

Hospitals like the CCGs 

are also underfunded and 

many are threatened with 

closure. 

For patients the prospects 

look bleak.  Hospital 

waiting lists are getting 

longer and there is no 

money to invest in 

expanding GP services-so 

care in the community is in 

reality a pipedream. 

GP Out of Hours Service  
The widely discredited Out 

of Hours service run by 

technicians and the 

occasional health 

professional, is provided 

by a private company Care 

UK  

Care UK was taken over 

by Bridgepoint Capital in 

2010, they are a private 

equity company which it is 

alleged pays no 

corporation tax. 

This is the firm running 

our out of hours service 

No wonder there are so 

many bad reports.  

If you live in Croydon you 

could always take your 

chances and visit the 

Urgent Care Centre at the 

hospital. This is run by 

Virgin Healthcare.  

Things appear to have 

gotten so bad that 

Wandsworth CCG has 

promised us ,’a high 

quality 111 and out of 

hours service by 

September 2016’.They 

would say that wouldn’t 

they.  

Patients know quality 

medical care when they see 

it and that is why they 

exercise their right to 

choose. Instead of  using 

the privately run out of 

hours and 111 service they 

choose instead the NHS 

run A&E-and who can 

blame them. 
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Wandsworth CCG has stated that -’it wants 

to see access to GPs out of core hours and 

every day of the week’ 

Wouldn’t we all want 

access to a GP 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week-but 

these things cost money. 

We can’t expect GPs, who 

are leaving the profession 

in droves because of the 

stress, to work what little 

free time they have for 

nothing. That is what 

Jeremy Hunt expects from 

junior hospital doctors and 

junior doctors have told the 

health secretary in no 

uncertain terms-that they 

are not having it. 

So it is a bit rich coming 

from a CCG board 

supposedly representing 

GPs that Wandsworth 

doctors will be expected to 

work longer  and  more 

anti social hours than they 

do at present. And to do it 

with no extra money. 

Wandsworth CCG better 

think again. If they wont 

this scheme to work they 

better start employing 

more GPs, and they can’t 

do that because they 

haven’t got the money. 

 

Urogynaecology at St George’s –decision 

pushed over to Wandsworth CCG 

The spirited and popular 

campaign to prevent the 

permanent closure of the 

urogynaecology services at 

St George’s has at least 

won a reprieve. 

The hospital chief 

executive announced to the 

hospital trust board last 

week that because of the 

resounding campaign to 

save the service and keep it 

local the decision about its 

final closure now 

effectively rests with the 

chief purchaser, 

Wandsworth CCG. 

Given the CCG’s 

commitment to keeping 

services local and its 

apparently equal devotion 

to listening to the public, 

this shouldn’t be a problem

-in your dreams. 

Given the CCG’s lack of 

finance and its track record 

of never listening to 

anything patients want, 

despite the most overblown 

patient participation 

apparatus ever. On both 

counts it seems unlikely 

that Wandsworth CCg will 

give any backing to 

keeping urogynaecology at 

St George’s open. 

So we’ve not won yet, but 

we have shown what 

pressure from the public 

can do. A successful march 

through Tooting, 

petitioning,  and the 

collection of thousands of 

signatures against the 

closure, leafleting sessions 

at Tooting Broadway and 

outside the hospital. All 

this and more has led to the  

Trust Board thinking again. 

We must keep up the fight. 

Contact your local MP, 

many of them have not 

said anything about the 

closure. Get in touch with 

your local councillors. Let 

them know what you think. 

We mustn’t give up. 

urogynaecology services at 

St George’s can be saved. 


