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Wandsworth Clinical Commissioning Group 

- in financial trouble . 

Wandsworth Clinical 

Commissioning Group 

held a Board meeting in 

December. Once again 

their backs are to the wall.  

While the media looks 

towards secondary care, 

hospitals, for signs of 

financial trouble, CCGs 

too are not performing 

well.  

Wandsworth CCG has a 

budget of  £409 million. 

To date there is an  

overspend  in the following 

areas : 

 £2.2m in Adult 

continuing healthcare 

 £1.7m on Service level 

agreements (with 

hospitals) 

 £0.8m on GP 

prescribing 

 £0.1m on Central 

prescribing costs 

 £3.5m in non acute 

services 

 £0.450K in Mental 

health placements 

 Predicted overspend on 

private providers of 

£0.631K 

Fortunately the CCG has 

money in reserve which 

was built up by the 

Wandsworth Primary Care 

Trust before it was 

replaced. 

The reserves will be used 

to balance the books-but it 

can’t go on forever. 

The finance director 

warned that the predicted 

cuts for next year of £13-

£15m or 3.5% of the total 

allocation would be 

‘challenging.’ 

Private  provider moves into A&E 

It llooked innocuous 

enough, a simple sentence 

in the CCG minutes, 

saying that, ’patients will 

get informed choice about 

independent providers at 

A&E’. 

They will get no such 

thing. 

Patients when  visiting 

A&E will not be seen by 

NHS staff but by a private 

company, CareUK. 

They will decide whether 

or not  you should be seen 

at A&E or sent home. 

CareUK have already 

cornered the market  with  

the out of hours service. 

Now they are getting a 

foothold in our hospitals as 

well. 

We will have no choice, 

It’s a private provider or 

nothing. Soon all of our 

NHS will be run by private 

companies, each of them 

trying to make as much 

money as they can out of 

our health 

You can do something 

about this. It is your 

choice who sees you. 

Tell Wandsworth CCG 

that you only want to be 

seen by an NHS provider, 

not a private provider. 

Email the chair of 

Wandsworth Clinical 

Commissioning Group 

Dr Nicola Johns 

nicola.jones2@nhs.net  
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Mental health targets not being met by CCG 

Despite the government 

hype about the amount of 

money being poured into 

mental health, it doesn’t 

seem to have had much 

effect in Wandsworth.. 

The CAMHS service, 

Children and Adolescents 

Mental Health Services 

commissioned by the CCG 

from South West London 

and St George’s Mental 

Health Trust is not meeting 

its targets. 

For Wandsworth children 

with Autistic Spectrum  

Disorders, or  Attention 

Deficit Disorder there is 

almost a three month wait 

before they can be seen. 

Just 65% of children are 

seen within eight weeks for 

their first appointment. 

To make matters worse. the 

Mental Health Trust has 

now  been issued a penalty  

by the CCG for not 

meeting its targets. 

The fine will mean that the 

Mental Health Trust will 

have even less money in 

future for patient care. 

This is the madness of the 

purchaser/provider split in 

the NHS. 

The sooner we get rid of 

the market in the our 

healthcare the better off we 

will be. 

 

The NHS Reinstatement 

Bill wants to abolished 

the internal market and 

rid the NHS of private 

companies. 

This Bill supported by 

Jeremy Corbyn amongst 

others is coming before 

parliament in March. 

Write to your MP asking 

them to support the Bill. 

Contact your local 

Labour party and ask 

them to back the bill. 

http://

www.nhsbill2015.org/the-

bill/ 

Dermatology waiting times-how not to solve a problem 

If you have a skin 

complaint in Wandsworth 

it takes a long time to get 

an appointment. 

The CCG described  

dermatology treatment 

within the borough as, 

‘under pressure.’ The 

current waits at St 

George’s for the following 

common skin complaints 

are: 
 Psoriasis 79 day wait 

for first appointment 

 Acne 79 day wait for 

first appointment 

 Eczema and Dermatitis 

79 day wait 

The hospital, instead of  

demanding from the 

government more 

resources to deal with this 

and other issues decided 

instead  to make matters 

even worse.  

The St George’s Trust 

Board  announced on 14 

December that they were 

opening a new 

dermatology unit in Queen 

Mary’s hospital 

Roehampton 

According to a hospital 

statement  the new state of 

the art day care unit is 

managed by  St George’s 

dermatology consultants  

and its ‘specialist  

dermatology nurse team’. 

You can choose your 

c o n s u l t a n t  a n d  a n 

appointment time that is 

suitable. 

The only drawback is that 

this  new dermatology unit 

is for private patients only. 

So an NHS hospital and 

NHS staff all paid for by 

taxpayers are being used to 

treat private patients. The 

dermatology consultants 

and the ’specialist 

dermatology nurse team’ 

while they are devoting 

their time to patients who 

can afford to pay will not 

be treating NHS patients. 

As a consequence of this 

queue jumping by the 

wealthy, waiting times for 

NHS dermatology  patients 

will get worse. 

http://www.nhsbill2015.org/the-bill
http://www.nhsbill2015.org/the-bill
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Wandsworth CCGs  new estates strategy 

-a disaster waiting to happen 

The latest whizz from the 

CCG is to ‘rationalise their 

estate’ and make it, ‘fit for 

purpose’. In other words 

they are going to sell off 

our property. 

The man in charge of this 

operation is Kimball 

Bailey. Kimball has been 

made chair of the CCG’s  

Estates Strategy Group. He 

is described as an 

Associate lay member of 

the board. His particular 

skills for looking at estates 

strategy seem to consist of 

being a director of a 

management consultancy 

company. 

The  long term aim of the 

CCG is to keep as many 

people out of hospital as 

possible. This they say will 

save them money. 

Wandsworth CCG is 

committed to providing 

services that were 

previously performed in an 

hospital setting in the 

community. 

Whether this would be 

cheaper or safer we do not 

know. 

What we do know is that 

before they can do this 

Wandsworth CCG will 

need to provide adequate 

and large accommodation 

in which these services can 

be performed. 

The estates strategy seems 

unclear as to exactly how 

much accommodation will 

be needed. 

The plan to date is to have 

four what it calls ‘hubs’, 

which seem a bit like a 

very poor quality version 

of  the polyclinics 

proposed by Lord Darzi 

some years ago. 

The four hubs are to be 

based at the Brocklebank 

Centre, the Doddington 

Health Centre, Queen 

Mary’s Hospital and an 

unknown venue in Balham. 

All four suggestion pose 

serious problems. 

The Brocklebank Health 

Centre  is to be replaced by 

 a housing development  

with a new, much smaller 

health facility on which a 

lease will have to be paid. 

Whether this will be big 

enough for a ‘hub’ is 

unclear. 

The Doddington Health 

Centre in Battersea is, 

according to the CCG 

being redeveloped to 

replace the Battersea Fields 

surgery. This too will 

probably lead to a 

reduction in space. 

The redevelopment is 

being done under the 

notorious LIFT scheme– 

an arrangement very 

similar to the widely 

discredited Private Finance 

Initiative. This could prove 

to be a very expensive 

venture. 

Finally to make up the 

forth member of the ‘hub’ 

is Queen Mary’s hospital. 

Empty space in the 

hospital amounts to 366 sq 

meters-about the size of 

the ground floor in a 

terraced house. Hardly 

room for  a ‘hub’ to house 

all those all hospital 

services the CCG wants to 

offload in the community. 

Queen Mary’s hospital is 

also saddled with PFI 

replacements which at the 

moment stand at £17 m per 

year. 

If any developments at the 

hospital are to take place 

they need the permission 

of the PFI consortium. 

The four hubs will each 

need to contain the 

following services, 

according to the CCG, as 

well as the existing GP 

practices. 

Mental health, Dementia, 

Voluntary Services, Rapid 

Response Team, Early 

Supported Discharge, 

Social Services, Tier 3 

Services for Long Term 

Conditions, Phlebotomy, 

Therapies and Specialist 

Services. 

The proposed ‘hubs’ may 

be a little cramped. 



4 

IAPT - Way Off Target 

IAPT or Improving Access 

to Psychological  

Therapies, the NICE 

recommended Cognitive 

Behaviour approach to 

solving some mental 

illness has not been 

achieving its target in 

Wandsworth. The very low 

target figure of 8.75% is 

still not being achieved. 

What must be even more 

worrying for the CCG is 

that the recovery rate 

seems to be about 50%. 

This will certainly give 

ammunition to those who 

feel that the only 

permanent way of solving 

certain types of mental 

illness is by  therapy. 

This maybe more 

expensive in the short term 

but its long term effects 

and more permanent and 

could be a money saver. 

This was raised at the 

CCGs Annual General 

Meeting and the Board has 

given a commitment that 

therapeutic  services will 

now be introduced were 

appropriate. 

Mindfulness, a new 

treatment for mental 

health, and virtually 

everything else as well,  

seems to have been taken 

up with enthusiasm by 

Wandsworth CCG. 

This is despite there being 

very little published 

evidence  that the 

treatment works in the long 

term. 

Urogynaecology-Wandsworth CCG Stays Quite 

The December Board 

meeting of the CCG had 

nothing on the agenda 

about the proposed closure 

of the Urogynaecology 

services at St George’s 

hospital and their transfer 

to Croydon. 

Wandsworth CCG, charged 

with safeguarding the 

interests of Wandsworth 

patients, stayed quiet. 

No one raised the issue of 

the long journeys that 

would now be faced by 

vulnerable Wandsworth 

women. Neither was 

anything said about the  

complete lack of 

consultation over the issue.  

The campaign to save the 

service has been lead, not 

by Wandsworth CCG, but 

by staff and patients from 

within the unit. 

If it were not for their 

perseverance this closure 

would have gone through 

without a murmur. 

What consultation there 

has been has been farcical. 

Patients weren’t properly 

consulted and many didn’t 

even know about the  

proposed closure. 

Wandsworth Council’s 

Health Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee 

nodded it through , but 

neighbouring local 

authorities appear not to 

have even been 

approached. 

The campaign to save the 

gynaecology unit continues 

with legal action pending 

and campaigners taking to 

the streets to spread the 

message that the unit 

should not close. 

Contact below for more 

details: 

South West London Keep 

our NHS Public 

Email 

swl.konp@gmail.com 

Any comments etc on 

Wandsworth Health News 

Contact: 

drmikesquires@gmail.com 

SW London KONP– Meets the second 

Tuesday in the month 7.30pm at Colliers 

Wood Community Centre, Colliers Wood 

High St 


